T'9WUN D'WIT? NWO

\

®

i

EVITICUS PARASHAS KEDOSHIM

1
-

TTEsyrat—

- ~F o oy
19 /1318 p—— avor the poor. Do not say that

13 You shall not cheat your fellow and you shall not fob; a worker's wage shall not remain with
Yyou overnight until morning. '* You shall not curse the deaf, and you shall not place a

stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God — | am HASHEM.

12 You shall not commit a perversion of justice; you shall not favor the poor and you shall not

hono»r_ the great; with n'ghtgousness shall you judge your fellow, |
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lthough Parashas Ke’doshim contains only 64 pesukim, .

it has 51 mitzvos. Rashi (19:2) says this portion of

the Torah was said at a gathering of the entire assembly

of Klal Yisrael because the majority of the essentials of Torah
depend upon it. One of these monumental concepts is, as noted
above, to judge a fellow Jew with righteousness. The Gemara
(Shavuos 30a) cites two meanings to these words. The first is
addressed to judges: they must dispense justice fairly. not favoring

or of the poor litigant so that
The Torah insists that justice
may not interfere with it
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one litigant over the other, This includes not allowing one party to sit
while the other stands, or permitting one to present his case at
length while the other is told to keep his remarks short.

¢ The second meaning of the words, With righteousness shall
you judge your fellow, applies to every Jew. It is the source of the
obligation of M3t 9% 3720 DK 11 M. to judge your fellow favor-

ably (see also Pirkei Avos 1:6), by giving him the benefit of the
daubt. Acgording to the Rambam (Sefer HaMitznos 177), the

Sefer HaChinuch (235), and Rabbeinu Yoriah (Shaarei Teshuvah
‘3:218),Lhis is an obligation required by the Torah.’
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Chazal say that one who wrongly suspects a proper Jew of im-
proper conduct receives corporal punishment from Heaven.0
» e must appease the person he wrongly suspected and must
bless him.!! This is true even if he did not sin by judein
him unfavorably, as when the situation does not require one

_to judge him favorably,12 -
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doubt use the term judgment? Perhaps we can offer P 3 5 5 3 .
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then give the verdict. If it is not, then do not render a decision.” The e
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illustrate the importance of a clear and valid judgment? The Vilna
\, Gaon (cf. Aderes Eliyahu, Devarim 13:15) explains that there are
\tho distinct requirements in justice: knowing the facts exactly as
they happened, and knowing precisely what the din (Torah law)
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should be in such a case. A judge must first know the exact details n}a) 22 Rie)
of the case, something which should be as clear to him as the light \‘-’
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criticism may be based on hearsay or rumor, or is grossly blown out/”
of proportion or taken out of context. At times the accusation may be
a total fabrication. How can this information be accepted (even when
permissible according to the rules of lashon hara)? Therefore, in

\gmes, a person hears a disparaging report about someone else. The |
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incident. Frequently things are not what they appear to be; and often
tragic mistakes and misjudgments are made by people who do not
know the actual facts as they occurred.

~/ Sometimes a person may know all the facts, but he is not

"sknowledgeable about what the halachah is in such a case. This T ;9N 0 13N DY .2
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volved.!* Targum Onkelos translates “Tzeddek” as “Truth.”

When judging someone favorably, you must remain faithful
@ the element of truth.
Jt is sinful, irresponsible, and sometimes dangerous, to
\Q.  Jjudge the deeds of an unworthy person favorably. "
________ A - p'\?g et - -
‘Q( 18 J udges and ofﬁcers shall you appoint in all your cities — which HASHEM, your God, gives
you — for your tribes; and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.(9 You
shall not pervert judgment, you shall not respect someone’s presence, and you shall not accept
a bribe, for the bribe will blind the eyes of the wise and make just words crooked. 2° Righteous-
ness, righteousness shall you pursue, so that you will live and possess the Land that HASHEM,

your God, gives you. .
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There are two forces that influence all of a person’s actions: his

vetzer hatov and his yetzer hara. Each person’s every action can
theoretically be placed on a spiritual scale to determine whether

the intention behind the action is positive or negative. However,

human beings only perceive external actions and are not privy

e —————

¥to the internal causes behind those actions. Therefore, the Torah

commands us, “With righteous shall you judge your fellow.” Rashi
cites Chazal (Shavuos 30a) who explain this mitzvah as referring
not to the judges of a beis din, but rather to the judgment that

« takes place in the courtroom of one’s mind: we are to judge others’

actions favorably.
A person who excels at judging his friend favorably will truly want
is friend to emerge innocent of an

will interpret that action in a positive light. A case in point is the
well-known story related by Chazal (Shabbos 127b):

A man hired himself out for three years. At the end of those
three years, on Erev Yom Kippur, he approached his employer
and requested his wages. The employer replied that he had no
money.

“Give me produce,” the worker said. The employer replied
that he had none.

“Give me land.” The employer replied that he had none.

“Give me livestock.”

“I have none.”

“Give me pillows and blankets.” Once again the employer
responded that he had none.

The worker slung his bags over his shoulder and dejectedly
made his way home. )

After Succos, the employer arrived at his worker’s home along
with three donkeys laden with food, drink, and other delicacies.
They ate and drank together, and the employer gave the worker
his wages. Then, he began to pepper him with questions. “When
you asked for payment and I said I had no money, what did you
think?”

“I thought that a good business venture had arisen and you
had invested all your money.”

“When you requested livestock and I replied that I had none,
what did you think?”

“I thought that perhaps you had rented your animals out to
other people.” '

“When you asked for land and I said that I had none, what
did you think?”

“I thought that it might be leased to others.”

“When you asked for produce and I replied that I have none,
what did you think?”

“I thought that you had not yet tithed them.”

“When you requested pillows and blankets and I said that I
had none, what did you think?”

“I thought that perhaps you had consecrated all your posses-
sions to Hashem.”

“That is exactly what happened!” the employer exclaimed. “I
consecrated all my possessions because of my son Hurkanos,
who did not learn Torah, and when I came to the Rabbis in the
South they released me from all my vows. Just as you judged me
favorably, may Hashem judge you favorably as well.”

We see to what extent a person can go to absolve his friend of
quilt. Each rationalization of the worker to justify his employer’s
behavior was_quite farfetched. Yet he wanted to believe that his

temployer was innocent, and he therefore searched with “a good)

ye” for some sort of reason that would prove that his employer’s

uestionable action. He will
therefore go to great lengths to find some sort of rationalization that——

Adb-

behavior was influenced by the

vetzer hatov and not the yetzer % o ch rationalization of
hara o s .
w7 o justify his
Unfortunately, people tend to the worke,r to jus fy
focus on other people’s faults employer’s behavior was
quite farfetched. Yet he

while ignoring their positive
eppiifies. The mitzvah fo jge wanted to believe that his
{4
t.

people favorably is an exercise
that allows us to search for the
good_in others at all costs. This
exercise should extend into all areas of our lives. If we make an

employer was innocen

effort to search for and focus on the good qualities of others, our
marriages, our children’s chinuch, and every relationship we have
will improve tremendously.

(Alei Shur, Vol. 11, pp. 206-207)
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based on a concept about the obligation to eulogize a dead person
at his funeral. The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah (344:1) says it is
forbidden to greatly exaggerate the attributes and achievements of
the deceased, but one should mention his good midos and may
slightly_embellish them. The Taz (§1) asks why it is permitted to
slightly embellish the deceased’s qualities and attributes; isn't it a
falsehood to do so? What difference is there if one utters a small lie

or a big lie? Both should be forbidden! The Birkei Yosef answers that
one may slightly embellish words of eulogy because it is very
“possible that people are not aware of the extent of the deceased's |
achievements, either because he intentionally concealed them or_)
because they were simply not publicized. The amount that people,/
even those closest to the deceased, think they knew about his
accomplishments are in actuality much less than what he achieved.
Therefore, slightly embellishing the words of tribute is not a devia-
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tion from the truth, but is, in all probability, very close to the truth.

ﬁ_fThis concept does not only apply to the departed. It applies even

more to the living. Nobody can truly know the greatness of those
around him. Nor can he truly understand why they do things.
Judging them favorably is not a matter of chesed, but of Py,
because it is very likely that the person deserves this. Even if it is7
extremely difficult to justify a person’s misdeeds, one must take into

account his upbringing and the difficult challenges he faces in his

life, which make it very difficult to overcome his yetzer hara.
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& ANMY UBWR p1ya is the cornerstone of all good midos and the
key to good relations with one’s spouse, children, family members,
{riends and neighbors, business associates, and everyone with
whom one comes into contact. [t may seem difficult to always judge
cthers favorably, but by contemplating the inherent greatness and
kedushah in a Jewish soul, the task would be much easier.
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The objective idea of justice is derived from God’s Torah. A judge
must let justice be his guide, as justice is the antithesis of 9, which is
prohibited at the beginning of the verse. In deciding the law he must
make justice his sole consideration and pay no regard to the stature of
the litigants. He must measure those standing before him with the yard-
stick of justice and set things straight by this standard alone. He must
look upon each one of the litigants as sy — one who has equal rights.
All the litigants must stand m n»w% a1 — on the same level: all of them
are entitled to an equal share of justice. Hence, from here we learn
(Shevuos 30a-b) that a judge may not discriminate between the litigants
even when listening to their claims: 121 X 0¥ % W % X1 XOW

TIT 2P 1% IR TR 97 s,

S The statement Jnvy vown p7¥a is a source for two seemingly con-
tradictory halachos. On the one hand, this statement obligates a judge
to_issue his verdict on the basis of absolute justice, in strict accordance

with the law. On the other hand, from this same statement we learn
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Jhat, outside the court of justice, the rule we are to follow in judging

our neighbors is n>r /3% 7730 nx 17 90, “Judge your neighbor favorably”
(ibid. 30a) — i.., try to find justification for his actions.
Actually, though, this is only an apparent contradiction, For judg-
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the same purpose. The duty of a judge in a court of justice is to examine
only the act itself; whether it is in accordance with the dictates of justice
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or not. He should disregard all the individual and personal circum-

stances and all the motives. There are actions that — though unjustified

— are excusable, and yet in court they must be judged as punishable.
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And there are actions whose motives are clearly reprehensible, and vet
In court they must not be judged as punishable, Society, on the other

he

T

%mnd, Is Interested primarily in the personalitz and character. In society’s %31 3o TRY M3 9V nmyr — pm WY MInn mobnw
iew, every action is merely a symptom of the integrity or inadequacy
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of Its members.
The attribute of justice dictates that the judge must disregard the
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Justice dictates that, out in society, we should take into account all the

Dossible circumstances that might justify the person and his character.
Justice says: “Do not be quick to condemn your neighbor; rather, judge
your neighbor favorably!” This is the same attribute of justice that says
of judging others: wwprb y»anw 1y T1an nx "0 2%, “Do not judge your

fellow man until you have been in a similar position” (Avos 2:4). It
differentiates between social and forensic judgment to such an extent
that to the judge of the court it says: 1 b o™y D7 *Hya voows
PPTAR DY 192pW PRI PIYA YT T DMLDW BYWIS Prwa, “When
the parties stand before you, consider them both in the wrong; but once
they have accepted your decision and have left you, regard them both
as good men” (ibid. 1:8).
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There is another reason why giving a person the benefit of the
doubt is called a judgment. When a person is 211 7151 on another
Jew, he is in reality playing the role of the Satan, serving as a

_ ) prosecutor against human beings before the Heavenly Tribunal. It is
{Xcommon that when a person hears negative information about

another person, he reacts with anger: “A chutzpah! He did such a
terrible, despicable thing! What a chillul Hashem! He should be
severely punished! He should be driven out of town!”
These types of remarks often flow freely from a person’s mouth,
but he fails to realize their seriousness. He is not merely voicing an
, opinion of what the sinner deserves to get. He is rendering judgment ,
| .about him before Heaven. Even the worst Jew would not stoop to

< being a 7N (informer) to the gentile authorities against a fellow (
Jew. Yet, when a person verbally indicts anofher Jew, he is actingin )

acmanner much worse than a 7Din. His accusation carries great

2. weight in Heaven and can cause the other Jew much harm. This is
why the pasuk uses the word VsWn, denoting judgment. in the
requirement to give a fellow Jew the benefit of the doubt. This is
because by not doing so, one is, in effect, judging him (or causing
kim to be judged) in Heaven, often with very serious consequences.
This is an added benefit to judging a person favorably.

3;] The consequences are not limited to others. At times a person is

_\S;passing judgment on himself as well. The Baal Shem Tov expresses

e ———————————r = - i@
this idea in explaining the mishnah in Pirkei Avos (3:20) “1n 1'y720

Ny XYY IRy 0D, And they collect payment from the

person whether he realizes it or not. Sometimes a person thinks he

is pronouncing judgment on others, when in reality he is passing
¥ judgment upor elf.

ook place, followed

s rebellion against his father, David,
Avshalom’s death (18:15). Thus, a
- zaros befell David after he had unwittingly
pronounced judgment upon himself. This, says the Baal Shem
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concept of midah k’neged midah (measure for measure), but it can
be understood literally from the aforementioned idea. By judging
‘&\one’s fellow favorably, one may in fact be judging himself favorably,
‘because the act he witnessed was only a ruse from Heaven to elicit
his response and thereby use it to judge him.
The Gemara (Shabbos 32b) discusses the extent of how far one
must go to think favorably of a fellow Jew. The pesukim in lyov
(33:23, 24) say, If there will be for someone but a single defending /
angel out of a thousand to declare for a man his righteousness, then}') |
\ Hashem will be gracious to him and say. “Redeem him from going |
down to the grave. I have found him atonement.” From this, the |
Gemara observes that even if 999 Heavenly accusers assert a
person’s guilt and one Heavenly advocate asserts his merit, he will
be saved. R’ Eliezer adds that even if there are 999 indicators of guilt
set forth by that one Heavenly advocate and only one for merit, the
-person will still be saved. This means that even if there is only one
part in a million (Y0 X 'Yi00) in his favor, he will be judged
favorably. Who is zocheh to such a courtesy? Only a person who |
(judges others favorably, who leaves no stone unturned in his quest )
\to give his fellow Jew the benefit of the doubt.
351 But this Gemara reguires explanation. Can there be uncertainty in
H what a2 person did? How can one angel entertain
y the guilt or innocence of the person and his
rue imtentions in doing something? The answer is that everything a
person can be broken down into many different components
2 . Even if what he did was in essence a sin, a careful

_tle as one in a million, that was proper and well meaning. Human

logic would dictate that this good intention should be disregarded

and the person be punished for his misdeed. Nonetheless, the mercy

. - . 1 . . ‘m_.'

of Hashem is such that even this one-in-a-million indicator of merit

\ will be enough to redeem him from going down to the grave. How

vitally important it is for a person to give others the benefit of the
doubt so that Hashem will treat him in the same manner!
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MR DT — MIIT 932 1720 DR 110 2908 (:12p naw) XM

is the meaning of the words, “They collect payment from the
son whether he realizes it or not.”

wigorously defend himself, justifying his behavior or minimizing its se- .

verity. A situation is set up by Heaven whereby the person witnesses

a similar act committed by somebody else, and then his reaction )
is observed. If he roundly condemns the person and judges him
721 925, so too will the Heavenly judgment be applied to him. If he |
“judges him faverably, that will be the yardstick used for him as well. v

This is a deeper layer of meaning in the words of the Gemara
(Shabbos 127b), ‘‘One who judges his fellow favorably is himself
judged favorably.” This statement is normally explained with the

<

n a person is asked why he committed a wrongdoing, he will -
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Also, when you are rigid to the letter of the law with regard
. ta_how others treat you, Hashem will closely scrutinize your

actions. If you are not demanding and exacting with others,

Hashem will not be demanding and exacting with you.

This is yet another reason why the sin of hatred is so
destructive. When people react unduly with hatred, Hashem,
as their shadow, will act toward them in a similar manner
even if they engage in Torah, mitzvos and chesed, as He did
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